To the Chair of the Scientific Jury, appointed
by Order No. RD-92 of February 20, 2026
of the Director of the National Center for Public Health and

Analyses
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OPINION
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By Prof. Magdalena Kondeva-Burdina, PhD
Department of Pharmacology, Pharmacotherapy, and Toxicology

Faculty of Pharmacy, Medical University of Sofia

of the materials submitted for participation in the competition for the position
of “ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR”
Field of Higher Education 7. “HEALTH CARE AND SPORTS”
Professional field 7.1. “MEDICINE”
Scientific specialty “HYGIENE”

A competition for the academic position of “ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR” in the scientific field of
HYGIENE was announced in the State Gazette, Issue No. 114 of December 24, 2025, for the
needs of the “Applied Genomics and GMOs” Department, under the “Analytical and
Laboratory Activities” Directorate at the National Center for Public Health and Analyses
(NCPHA). Senior Assistant Professor Donka Nikolova Dimbareva, PhD, MD, who currently

works in the department, applied and participated in the competition.

Candidate's biographical information

» Senior Assistant Professor Donka Nikolova Dimbareva was born on January 14, 1988.

» 2002-2007 - Graduated from Plovdiv Language High School with a focus on English.

» 2007-2011 - Graduated and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Food Chemistry and

Microbiology from the University of Food Technologies in Plovdiv.
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2011-2012 — Graduated with a Master of Engineering degree in Food Analysis and Control
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from the University of Food Technologies, Plovdiv.

» 2011-2013 - Graduated and earned a Master’s degree in “English Language and Teaching
Methods” from Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski.”

» 2013-2016 — Developed and defended a dissertation on the topic: “Microbiological
Preservation of Creamy Products” and earned a doctoral degree from the University of
Food Technologies, Plovdiv.

» 2024-2025 - Developed and defended a dissertation on the topic: “Genetically Modified
Organisms in Food Products on the Bulgarian Market. Consumer Awareness and
Attitudes” and earned a doctoral degree at the National Center for Public Health and

Analysis.

Senior Assistant Professor Dimbareva has participated in a number of courses, which have
significantly enriched and refined her experimental skills.

» February 17-21, 2025

German Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL). International Training
for Safer Food 2025 on veterinary drug residues, drug resistance, and zoonoses.

» August 19-29, 2024

University of California — Davis. Fifth International Workshop on Regulatory Approaches for
Agricultural Applications of Animal Biotechnologies

» February 26-29, 2024

Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL). International Training for Safer
Food. Training course on Food Safety and Risk Management with a focus on residues and
contaminants

» March 17-19, 2022

Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL), Max Rubner-Institut (MRI)

4th BVL/MRI Course on Food Safety, Food Authenticity, and Risk Management
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May 17-19, 2017

» SGS Bulgaria. BDS EN ISO/IEC 17025 General requirements for the competence of testing
and calibration laboratories. Conducting internal audits in accordance with BDS EN ISO
19011 Guidelines for auditing management systems

» September 13-17, 2010

MoniQA Food Scientist Training. PCR — methods for detection and quantification of food

pathogens (theoretical part)

» March 11-13, 2010

EuroBul control. Sampling from accredited testing laboratories. Development of laboratory

and adoption of standardized sampling methods. Validation and/or verification of methods

» March 8-10, 2010.

EuroBul control. Current trends in establishing a management system in testing laboratories

according to BDS EN ISO/IEC 17025. Management requirements. Technical requirements.

Traceability of measurements.

Senior Assistant Professor Dimbareva is a member of various scientific organizations:
- Bulgarian Society of Toxicology

- EUROTOX

- IUTOX

- World Federation of Public Health Associations

- European Public Health Association

- Bulgarian Public Health Association

- Bulgarian Society of Nutrition and Dietetics

v' She has a total of 29 publications, 5 of which have an impact factor (according to
Thomson Reuters).

The total number of citations for the scientific publications with which candidate Senior

Assistant Professor Dimbareva is participating in the competition, identified and documented

according to data from the Central Scientific Metrology Bureau, is 14.




Senior Assistant Professor Dimbareva has participated in a number of projects:

» The microbiome and composition of breast milk—key factors, their role, and their
relationship with the oral and gut microbiota in newborns, Contract No. KP-06-N61/9
dated December 22, 2022, approved by the Scientific Research Fund (SRF) under the
Ministry of Education and Science (MES).

\%

validation of new methods for the detection and quantification of new genetically
modified organisms for the needs of official laboratories in the European Union - in

accordance with Regulation (EC) No. 1981/2006 and Regulation (EC) No. 120/2014.

Senior Assistant Professor Donka Dimbareva, Ph.D., M.Sc., serves as a lecturer in a number of

training courses related to:

- sample collection, methods, and approaches for nucleic acid extraction and purification (I1SO

standards);

- market applications of new genomic techniques;

- food fraud and food authenticity;

- guidelines for selecting and using DNA extraction methods;

- screening for genetically modified organisms (GMOs) — data on genetically modified foods

on the Bulgarian market;

- analysis of consumer attitudes regarding the presence of GMOs in food.



The candidate exceeds the minimum required score for the position of Associate Professor

(see Table 1)

Field 7. Health Care and Sports

Professional Field 7.1. Medicine, 7.2. Dentistry, 7.3. Pharmacy, 7.4. Public
Health, 7.5. Health Care, 7.6. Sports

Table 1. Minimum Required Points by Indicator Group for Various Academic

Degrees and Academic Positions

Senior Assistant
Professor
A set of Doctor:at Senior | Associate
. Contents | Doctor Professor |Donka Nikolova
indicators . Assistant | Professor
Science Dimbareva,
Ph.D., M.Sc.
A Indicator 1 50 50 50 50 50 50
B Indicator 2 - 100 - - = o
Indicators 3 or 127,1
B - - - 100 100
4
Sum of the 30 261,8
o 200 (160 | 200 (180
r indicators 100 -
for 7.6) for 7.6)
from5t09
Sum of the - R 100
pii indicators 100 50 100
from 10 to 12
Beyond the
requirements
Sum of the 100
y indicators . 16. Participation
from 13 till 1 - ) (80 3allH | in a national
the end 7.6) scientific or
educational
project (2x15)




17. Participation
in a‘n
international
research or
educational
project (3x20)
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CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis of the documents submitted by Senior Assistant Professor Donka
Dimbareva, Ph.D., M.D., it has been determined that she meets the minimum point
requirements for the academic position of “ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR.”

The diversity of methods in her experimental work makes a very favorable impression.
Based on the foregoing, | can express my POSITIVE assessment and recommend that the
Scientific Jury award Senior Assistant Professor Donka Nikolova Dimbarova, PhD, MD, the
academic position of “ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR” in the field of higher education 7. “HEALTH
CARE AND SPORTS,” professional field 7.3. “MEDICINE,” and scientific specialty “HYGIENE.”

31.03.2026

Sofia

Prepared by: [ s
/Prof. Magdalena Spaéova Kondeva-Burdina, PhD/
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